NEWS ANALYSIS

By Susanna Millar and Jamie Carpenter

Planning inspectors have warned
two councils that they have serious
concerns over whether the draft
plans they have drawn up comply
with the National Planning Policy
Framework’s housing requirements.

East Hampshire District Council
is considering whether to request
a suspension of its local plan
examination after an inspector raised
serious concerns over its housing
target.

Meanwhile, Rushcliffe Borough
Council in Nottinghamshire has
warned it may have to allocate land
in the green belt for housing after a
planning inspector expressed “serious
concerns” over its draft local plan,
particularly in respect to housing.

In East Hampshire, the authority
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working with our partners, the South
Downs National Park, in the coming
weeks to plan how to take forward
the joint core strategy.”

Matthew Spry, director at planning
consultancy Nathaniel Lichfield and
Partners, which produced some of the
evidence on housing requirements
for the council, said: “The council’s
decision to provide for less than the
evidence suggested means it has fallen
foul of the provisions in the NPPF.”

Inspector Jill Kingaby has told
Rushcliffe Borough Council that
she also has serious concern over its
draft plan, particularly in respect to
housing.

In an exploratory note, Kingaby
said that the draft plan does not
appear to meet a requirement in the
NPPF for local planning authorities
to use their evidence base to ensure
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WHAT THE NPPF SAYS ON
HOUSING

Paragraph 47 of the NPPF says local
planning authorities should:

@ Use their evidence base to ensure
that the local plan meets the full,
objectively assessed needs for market
and affordable housing in the housing
market area, including identifying key
sites

® |dentify and update annually a five-
year housing land supply against the
housing requirements

® Identify a supply of sites or broad
locations for growth, for years 6-10
and, where possible, for years 11-15

@ Illustrate the expected rate of
delivery through a housing trajectory
for the plan period and set out a
housing implementation strategy to
maintain delivery of land to meet the
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